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GOSPEL 
EXPANSION

A GROWING  
& FRUITFUL  
PARTNERSHIP

Moving in and out of lockdown 
has been disheartening and 
disruptive for many across the 
world during the last few months. 
Missionary organizations could 
be forgiven for feeling a growing 
sense of uncertainty surrounding 
their sustainability, rather than 
a confidence about expanding 
the work. However, despite the 
changing climate, our goal in SGA 
remains the same. More than ever 
the world needs an expanding, 
advancing Gospel witness!

WE ARE COMMITTED  
TO SENDING OUT  
AND SUPPORTING  
WELL-EQUIPPED CHURCH 
PLANTERS 

KYRGYZSTAN IS A 
LANDLOCKED REPUBLIC 

OF OVER 6 MILLION 
PEOPLE BORDERING 
CHINA IN EASTERN 

CENTRAL ASIA. 

As we thought and prayed about  
this challenge, God began to open 
new doors of opportunity. 

Excitement mounted as we  
watched how God presented  
new opportunities to promote the  
work and advance the Gospel.  
In this edition you can read about 
the Phoebe Project which has been 
established to support ladies in 
ministry and raise awareness of this 
in the UK/Ireland. Through Project70 
we are now supporting a missionary 
family in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
– new territory for SGA. With Bibel 
Mission our ‘Partners in Mission’, we 
are also able to expand into more 
new territory – in Mongolia and in the 

Since 2016 SGA & Trans World Radio 
(TWR) have enjoyed a fruitful and 
valued partnership in Central Asia. 
Through their powerful medium wave 
transmitters, local FM stations and the 
internet, TWR has been able to quietly 
enter homes with the good news of 
Jesus Christ. We praise God that in a 
region where sharing the Gospel can 
be difficult and dangerous, souls have 
been saved, lives have been changed, 
new disciples have been equipped 
and underground churches have been 
strengthened in their faith. It is therefore 
encouraging to report that we are able to 
deepen our partnership by extending 
our sponsorship of TWR’s radio 
ministry in Central Asia.

Readers of Frontlines will notice that 
our latest project gives details of one 
area in which this relationship has 
grown. In an exciting new initiative, 
we have undertaken to provide 
the funds for 500 radio sets and 
pre-programmed SD cards which 
will be distributed by TWR workers 
to isolated Christians and interested 
non-believers. We trust these will be 
valuable tools that God will use to 
extend His Kingdom. However,  
while radios are important, they are 
of little use if Christian programmes 
are not broadcast for reception by 
the radios! In a further development 
therefore, we are pleased to report 
that we will sponsor another of 
TWR’s Christian programmes, this 
time in the Kyrgyz language.

‘The purpose of Radio Bible Project 
is to provide short explanations to 
the listeners so that they can better 
understand the Biblical texts they are 
reading. In Central Asia oral traditions 
play a key role in society. Therefore, 
it is of great importance to be able to 
listen to the Bible and understand its 
value as the word of God.’ 

Another programme producer reports:

‘The listeners receive short 
explanations of various biblical 
passages … which are easy to 
understand. God changes us through 
His living Word. May God be glorified 
for the changes taking place in  
so many people’s lives because of  
His Word.’ 

We add a hearty ‘Amen’ to our brother’s 
desire, and ask that you pray for this 
important new development. Please 
seek the Lord’s blessing as the hope 
of the Gospel is shared with a nation 
steeped in Islam and barren, cultural/
religious traditions.

Kyrgyzstan is a landlocked 
republic of over 6 million people 
bordering China in eastern 
Central Asia. The Church is small 
and faces many challenges, for 
the cultural identity of Kyrgyzs is 
tightly associated with Islam. This 
means that becoming a believer 
in Christ is often a difficult and 
measured decision, often met 
with intimidation and threats 
from community leaders and 
family members. Within such 
an environment, TWR produces 
and broadcasts a wide range of 
Christian programmes which 
are designed to encourage God’s 
people and reach unbelievers with 
the Gospel.

One of these programmes is the 
‘Radio Bible Project’. It consists 
of 15min broadcasts in which 
God’s Word is read and then 
explained and applied to the lives 
of the listeners. One TWR worker, 
speaking of the importance of this 
programme comments:

mountain peaks of Pamir in Tajikistan. 
You will find more details about these 
ministry expansions in this issue of 
‘Frontlines’. 

‘Partners in Mission’ and ‘Frontlines’ are 
two concepts which you will see much 
more of in our publications! In the last 
Breakthrough edition, which was the 
final issue to use that title, we evaluated 
and gave thanks to God for our 
wonderful deeply-valued partnerships 
with UK/Ireland churches, missionary 
organizations, and indigenous believers 
across the countries in which we serve. 
The new SGA logo strapline ‘Partners 
in Mission’ and magazine title 
‘Frontlines’ encompass the heartbeat of 
SGA and define the Mission’s strategy 
and focus as we move beyond our 70th 
anniversary. Frontlines will bring you 
exciting news from the ‘front lines’ 
of developing initiatives and Gospel 
advance with our ‘Partners in Mission’ – 
partnerships which enable us to use our 
resources most effectively.  

SGA is firmly dedicated to the work 
of church planting, for we believe this 
is inextricably linked with the pursuit of 
the Great Commission to make disciples 
of all nations. We are committed to 
sending out and supporting well-
equipped church planters, so that 

vibrant, permanent Gospel witnesses 
will be established. 

The phrase ‘all nations, tribes, people, 
tongues’ occurs several times in the 
book of Revelation. These words are 
combined to emphasize the concept of 
totality or ‘all-encompassing’. Taken 
together, this makes one thing clear: 
the Kingdom of God is all embracing. 
God has created us to establish a global, 
radical, God-exalting witness. What if 
such a global, God-exalting, passionate 
optimism gripped our hearts today? 
How our vision would be enlarged, and 
our Gospel endeavours expanded!

DEREK MAXWELL

DEATH OF 
BRIAN MCFARLAND
The ‘SGA Family’ was saddened to 
learn in April of the passing of Brian 
McFarland, a former Mission staff 
member.  We wish to express our 
deepest sympathy to his wife Phyllis 
and family.  For twenty years Brian 
faithfully served in SGA, eleven of 
those as Communications Coordinator.  
We thank the Lord for his dedication 
to the work and his design skills 
that significantly enhanced SGA’s 
publications, and greatly helped to 
promote the ministry.  We warmly 
commend the family to your prayers.    



54

CE NTR AL AS IACE NTR AL AS IA

THE GOSPEL CONTEXT OF PAMIR The predominant religion in the country of Tajikistan,  
is Islam, making up 98% of the population.

Until recently there were no known believers or 
churches in the unevangelized region of Pamir.

The ‘Pamiris’ are a distinct Iranian ethnic group.  
It is believed approx. 300,000 live in East Tajikistan.

SGA is partnering with ‘Bibel Mission’ to penetrate 
this desperately spiritually needy area.

The approach has been shaped and guided by 
prayerful, detailed strategic planning. 

The key to penetrating the scattered Pamir 
communities is friendship and bridge-building.

Addressing practical and humanitarian needs is a 
fundamental plank in the evangelistic strategy.

TAJ I K I STAN

Nearly 2,000 years after the 
ascension of Christ and  
the original commission to the 
Church, there are still large  
parts of the world that have  
no access to the Gospel. 

One such area is Pamir in East 
Tajikistan. A stunningly beautiful 
region, but because of its mountain 
peaks, parts of it are almost 
unreachable except for a few 
summer months of the year. Its 
people, while Muslim, have their 
distinctive customs, traditions 
and dialects, and tragically, it is 
believed they have had no contact 
until recently with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Challenged by the 
great commission of our Lord, Bibel 
Mission and SGA are working in 
partnership to change that and to 
bring the Gospel into Pamir.

Mission trips by other believers  
and churches in Tajikistan have 
already begun, an example of which 
is the ministry of an SGA Project 70 
sponsored missionary. 

For 3 years, he has been 
ministering in a regional capital, 
seeking to plant the first church  
in this strategic location. 

He reports that “two people have 
believed, and ten people are seeking and 
open to the Gospel.” He reports that he 
is also ministering in eight surrounding 
mountain villages, where he has 20 
families who are open to the Gospel. 

While we are thankful to God for these 
openings, his experiences prove what 
was known all along, that Gospel 
outreach into the spiritually dark region 
of Pamir will be difficult and will require 
godly wisdom and sensitivity. Barriers 
of suspicion and antagonism will 
have to be dismantled, and SGA’s 
partners will have to be guided and 
directed by God in their approach  
and activity.

One invaluable tool in their long-term 
strategy will be the building of  
‘Hope Centres’ where there are 
impoverished and vulnerable 
communities. This method has proved 
to be an effective means of bridge-
building and evangelism throughout 
Central Asia. SGA’s ‘Hope Centres’ 
Project supports this invaluable 
ministry, and with God’s help, the 
construction of the first one in Pamir 
will take place this summer. 

A site has been given, most of the 
materials have been transported,  
and the building team is ready to go! 

GOSPEL OUTREACH INTO THE 
SPIRITUALLY DARK REGION 

OF PAMIR WILL BE DIFFICULT 
AND WILL REQUIRE GODLY 
WISDOM AND SENSITIVITY. 

BARRIERS OF SUSPICION AND 
ANTAGONISM WILL HAVE TO 

BE DISMANTLED

Hope Centres provide support for individuals and families in need – food, hygiene 
facilities, and even basic education for children. They serve as ‘safe places’ for 
some who are escaping abusive and violent circumstances. The Gospel of true 
hope is shared in word and deed, and God is blessing believers’ efforts. Many 
have come to faith and some small churches established. One leader writes of 
their crucial role as:

 …an expression of the unconditional love of Jesus Christ and an enormous 
opportunity for good relationships and sharing the Gospel. It will provide shelter 
and help to children in need and also be a base of operations for the missionary 
outreach ministry to the Pamir nation. 

Jesus Christ. He had come to faith by 
watching Christian TV programmes 
in the Iranian language... He thought 
there were no other Christians around 
him, and so he baptized himself, then 
he baptized his wife… Cha did not even 
have a Bible. We brought one and gave 
it to him as a gift. He took it with hands 
trembling with reverence, holding it 
tight, thanking us over and over again.’

A thrilling development took place 
recently concerning a man, Iske (not 
his real name), from a small Pamir 
community of about 1500 Arabs. Upon 
hearing about Jesus Christ, he pleaded 
with the leaders of a church, to take the 
Gospel to his home region, some 20 
hours away over poor, difficult roads. 
Another SGA Project 70-sponsored 
missionary, with some others, went to 
Iske’s home, where he gathered relatives 
and friends to hear the wonderful truths 
of the Gospel.  

‘All of them listened with great attention 
and asked questions. Right there, his 
mother prayed to Christ for salvation. 
Iske said: “I want my house to become a 
House of Prayer for all nations!” 

We also met Cha (not his real name).  
He told us that he indeed is a believer in 

PRAISE GOD THE GOSPEL IS  
ON THE MARCH IN PAMIR!  
PLEASE PRAY FOR GOD’S 
BLESSING ON THIS NEW AND 
EXCITING INITIATIVE.
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WOMEN IN 
MINISTRY

Women have contributed much to 
the work of mission throughout 
its history. From the shores of 
the UK and Ireland a host of 
dedicated and courageous women 
have left, to make long and 
sometimes treacherous journeys 
to unreached and often isolated 
parts of the world. Many of them 
have used their professional skills 
to help break down opposition 
and hostility to the Gospel, 
and advance their pioneering 
missionary work.

Throughout the Bible we have examples 
of dedicated and courageous women 
who played a vital role in God’s 
purposes. One such woman was 
Phoebe, who served the church in 
Cenchrea, Greece (Romans 16:1-2). Paul’s 
commendation of Phoebe has inspired 
SGA to launch a new ministry – the 
Phoebe Project. We are excited about 
this development in SGA as we seek to 
adopt the two-pronged approach which 
characterised Phoebe’s ministry.  
She was faithfully serving in Cenchrea 
and Paul exhorted the church at  
Rome to support her by whatever  
means possible...

On the ‘field’ there are some 
remarkable women leading ministries 
which will be part of this new Phoebe 
initiative. As Paul encouraged the 
believers at Rome to support Phoebe, it 
is our desire that the SGA ‘home base’ 
will be informed and encouraged to pray 
for those supported through the ‘Phoebe 
Project.’ What an opportunity, through 
women’s ministry, to embrace God’s 
calling to be salt and light in the world, 
for the sake of Christ and His kingdom!

It gives us great pleasure to introduce 
to you our Phoebe representatives 
who, after much prayer, have felt God 
leading them to serve in this way.  They 
would appreciate opportunities to share 
at ladies’ events i.e. coffee mornings, 
ladies’ fellowships, etc.  

Sadly, this is not the first time the  
people of this region have suffered 
extreme devastation. This region was 
also severely affected by the war in 
former Yugoslavia (1991-1995) when 
virtually the whole population was 
expelled to Serbia in 1995. In that year  
all of them lost everything in Croatia  
and went as refugees to Serbia.

Now the population, including  
believers, is faced with another crisis. 

In the life of a child, one Bible can 
change everything!’ Such is the belief 
of those behind an exciting initiative 
in Ukraine. Their vision is to reach 
four million children with the Action 
Bible New Testament. They recently 
explained the practicalities of the project 
by reporting: 

 ‘It will be printed and distributed 
 in quantities of one hundred 
 thousand. So far, we have 
 distributed the first two hundred 
 thousand copies.’ 

This project is nearing another 
milestone. A 3rd print run of 100,000 
copies is planned, with each Action 
Bible costing £1. With your help SGA 
is supporting this amazing venture. 
Pray that despite being surrounded by 
the brutal signs of war, the light and 
message of the Gospel will bring hope to 
children, young adults, and families. 

Church buildings are either permanently 

destroyed or severely damaged. Dane 

Vidović, a pastor & publisher living in 

Belgrade, Serbia, is from this area of 

Croatia. He appealed to SGA for help 

and wrote; ‘The greatest need is building 

material and help to rebuild their homes 

and church buildings.’ 

Through your partnership and 

donations, we were able to provide 

funding to help with these needs. 

RUTH LANE  
lives in Colchester, Essex, 
with her husband Malcolm, 
and both have an extensive 
interest in Gospel work 
overseas. 

ELAINE JOHNSTON  
the Northern Ireland Phoebe 
representative, and her 
husband Dale, have a deep 
interest in world mission. 

MEGAN SMYLIE  
is married to Tim, who  
is pastor of Pelsall 
Evangelical Church and 
son of former SGA General 
Director William Smylie.

LISA CHOW 
who works part time in the 
SGA office, is married to  
Chi Wah, who is pastor of  
a small village church  
near Rugby. 

SHARON HOWARD  
Phoebe Coordinator who 
is married to Andy, is also 
SGA’s Office Administrator. 
She is looking forward to 
developing this new initiative in SGA.

KAY MACDONALD  
our Scottish representative 
and her husband Eric, both 
already have a significant 
involvement in the work of 
the Mission. 

SHARON PITTS  
has had a broad interest in 
mission and more recently, a 
heart to support ladies  
and widows. 

ruth69.lane@gmail.com ejphoebeproject@hotmail.com 

smylingmegandtim@gmail.com 

lisa.chow@sga.org.uk

sharon.howard@sga.org.uk 

kay.macdonald2000@gmail.com

sharonphoebe21@gmail.com

07379 517975 028 82840247 

01922 685071 

07833 891539 07545 098082 

Mid/North Essex, Suffolk & Cambridgeshire Northern Ireland

West Midlands

East Midlands Scottish Central Belt

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE  
PHOEBE  
PROJECT CONTACT 
OUR OFFICE ON 
01788 220699 

Bohuslava Havrilova [Slovakia] 
and Marina Tsapkova [Russia] 
both work in children’s ministry. 

A Soup Kitchen in Dalgodelci, 
Bulgaria and Grace Children’s 
Shelter, Odessa, Ukraine offer 
care for the vulnerable. 

Bread of Life, Belgrade, Serbia, 
provides for the elderly and 
Roma children. 

In Romania ‘Preventis’ is a drug 
awareness organization; ‘Casa 
Filip’ and Emanuel Hospice 
both offer care to cancer patients. 

EARTHQUAKE 
IN CROATIA

MOLDOVA 
NEEDS HELP! 

THE ACTION 
BIBLE 

A severe and tragic earthquake 
hit central Croatia at the 
beginning of this year, probably 
the strongest earthquake ever in 
that area, and certainly within 
the last 100 years. The area 
affected is just south of Zagreb. 
Two towns, Petrinja and Glina, 
have been devastated, with 
most of the buildings in the 
town centres reduced to rubble. 
Several hundred villages in the 
area are in a similar situation. 
It is considered a miracle that 
only a small number of people 
perished in the earthquake.

Sadly, Moldova’s creaking healthcare 

system is struggling to cope with 

the Coronavirus pandemic. Chronic 

under-investment and an insurance-

based system means that proper 

medical care is often out of reach for 

many poor people. SGA-funded medical 

teams are seeking to help where they 

can, but report that they need Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE), Antibiotics, 

Antiviral drugs, and Medicines for blood 

thinning. The doctors point out that 

for many people it is a matter of life or 

death. They simply cannot buy the drugs 

they need. Help that comes from the 

state seldom ever reaches the common 

people. Through your generous support 

SGA has been able to increase funds 

for the Christian medical teams who are 

carrying out an amazing ministry. 

CONTACT  
THEM AND  

MAKE A  
BOOKING!  

East Devon and Exeter
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Mongolia, a nation bordered by China 
and Russia, is the latest expansion 
initiative for SGA with their Partners 
in Mission, Bibel Mission. It is known 
for its vast, rugged landscapes and 
nomadic culture. In the population of 
slightly over 3 million, Buddhism is 
the major religion, while Islam is the 
second-largest, concentrated among 
ethnic Kazakhs. However, non-religious 
people make up a large proportion 
of the population while, according to 
The Joshua Project, only 0.9% are 
evangelical believers. Out of the 28 
people groups, 22 are classified  
as unreached.

Together with Bibel Mission,  
SGA has been confronted with the 
great spiritual needs of Mongolia. 
While it has been difficult to explore 

possible projects and ministries due to 
current travel restrictions, the following 
are propositions which will hopefully  
be initiated: 

EXPAN S I O N

MONGOLIA 
CALLS!

BOSNIA

WILL YOU JOIN US AS WE SEEK 
TO MOVE FORWARD WITH  
OUR PARTNERS IN MISSION 
ON THE FRONTLINES? 

The preparation and 
distribution of God’s Word to 
both adults and children. 

The erection of the first Yurt 
(Mongolian tent) Hope Centre 
to minister to children and 
families.  
Plans are in place for its 
erection this year.

Provision of Bible training  
for workers in the churches  
of Mongolia.

Construction of Houses  
of Prayer 

In addition to these two main 
ministry areas, there are two others 
for consideration which will require 
more research. 

Recently we have been focusing on the 
Apostle Paul’s request to the Colossian 
church to pray that God would open 
doors of opportunity for the Gospel. 
Today there is still the Macedonian 
call and God is still opening doors! 
However, as we know from the book of 
Acts and from church history, when the 
Gospel crosses a new frontier there is 
very often opposition. 

Over the last 18 months, God has 
enabled SGA’s ministry to extend 
to new people and locations. 
Danko Malešević, from Bosina is 
one such person. He is married to 
Ljiljana and they have 10 children. 
Danko is pastor of “Bread of Life” 
Evangelical Church, Prijador.

Danko was born and raised in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (B&H).  
He moved to Belgrade where he was 
saved in 1990 after meeting  
a group of young people doing  
street evangelism. After serving  
in the army, he and Ljiljana married 
in 1994.

Spiritual work in B&H is slow and hard. The national church is very small, and it 
is estimated that evangelicals only make up approximately 0.1% of the population. 
Danko comments: 

“In Prijador we never had big revivals or some amazing events. We kept  
working daily, doing our best to sow the seeds of God’s love practically as well  
as sharing the Gospel.” 

Church numbers fluctuate. Some move on and settle elsewhere; others just leave  
when they stop receiving aid. Nevertheless, Danko and Ljiljana are still involved  
in humanitarian projects as they believe they can build relationships with local  
people through this ministry. There is a soup kitchen serving up to 130,  
a second-hand clothes shop and a drug rehabilitation centre. Please pray  
for God’s guidance and blessing in this needy situation. 

BOS N IA

IT IS  
ESTIMATED THAT 
EVANGELICALS 
ONLY MAKE UP 
APPROXIMATELY 
0.1% OF THE 
POPULATION. 
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