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The concept of 
partnership is as 
old as humanity.  
Embedded in the 
Genesis account 
of creation is that 

Eve was created as a ‘suitable 
helper’ for Adam. Together they 
were given the privilege and 
responsibility of dominion over 
‘every living thing that moves on 
the earth’.  [Gen.1:28]  

The most startling and amazing 
declaration of partnership in Scripture, to 
my mind, is that described by the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Cor.3:9: ‘We are God’s fellow-
workers’.  Alexander MacLaren describes 
this as a ‘partnership of co-operation’, and 
what a glorious, gracious partnership it is!

Within the last few decades this idea of 
partnership in mission has been revived – 
we might almost say, rediscovered – and 
a great deal of written material has been 
produced with the aim of describing and 
exemplifying it.  However, while eschewing 
any sense of pride or smugness, it is 
nevertheless true that partnership has been 
at the heart of SGA’s mission from its very 
beginnings.  There has been no element 
of superiority-inferiority in the ministry – 
rather an identification with our brothers 
and sisters in Eastern Europe, Central Asia 
and Far East Russia, as equally valuable 
and equally gifted, and with whom we feel 
privileged to serve.

It is true to say, however, that from our 
favoured circumstances in the West, we 
have been enabled by God to supply needs 
and provide support for believers who have 
been disadvantaged, harassed, and at times 
cruelly persecuted by godless regimes 
and false religious systems.  This has 
been of immense blessing to our brothers 
and sisters, but the blessing is not one-
way.  What lessons we have learned from 
them about discipleship, and witness and 

evangelism, in the face of threat and even 
violence!  How we have been humbled 
by the example of those who are in great 
physical and material need, but who are on 
fire for Christ!  

At the heart of SGA’s ministry is the 
stated principle that we do not minister 
independently in the countries of our 
service, but enter into partnership with the 
churches of Christ to assist them where we 
can, to effectively carry on the mandate 
given to them by the Lord of the Church.  
We are not there to ‘do our own thing’, but 
support God’s people to fulfil their divine 
calling to reach their own people with the 
Gospel.  Through our 4 ‘arms’ of ministry 
we have been able to accomplish that in 
some measure – leaders trained; financial 
and other practical support offered to 
Christian workers; literature produced 
and distributed; and the most vulnerable 
and needy in society helped through our 
crisis response.  Praise God for the joy and 
blessings of such partnership.

There is, however, another aspect of 
partnership which must not be overlooked.  
It is YOUR partnership with us, dear 
supporter, through your faithful prayers, 
your generous giving, your words and 
acts of encouragement to the SGA team, 
and just being there with us and for us.  
We thank God for you, and rejoice in this 
multiple partnership which we enjoy; you 
with us, and us with you.  Then through us 
you are partnered with brothers and sisters 
scattered throughout E. Europe, C. Asia 
and F.E. Russia!  And amazingly, in Christ 
we are God’s partners in His work – fellow-
labourers, co-workers with the almighty, 
gracious, redeeming God as He works out 
His eternal purpose in the world.

We are convinced that, under God, these 
different aspects of partnership are vital for 
our future efforts together as we proclaim 
Christ among those who are still spiritually 
blind and lost.
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Training Godly MindsTraining Godly Minds
‘Two are better than one, 
because they have a good  
reward for their labour.’ 
Ecclesiastes 4v9

The writer of Ecclesiastes here 
emphasizes the value and harvest 
of productive partnership. With the 
help of reliable partners, the amount 
and quality of work done increases 
dramatically. In the realm of Biblical 
Education, such partners are needed 
more now than at any other time. SGA 
believes strongly in the value of such 
education, and is aware that delivering 
this depends upon our reliable 
partners. The results are a strong 
church leadership in the countries in 
which SGA serves. 

In Romania, Emanuel Christian 
University in Oradea offers invaluable 
teaching and training, not only 
in Theology and Biblical studies, 
but in Economics & Commerce, 
Communications and Media, 
Nursing and Information Technology. 
The university has government 
accreditation, and through its range 
of courses is preparing leaders across 
the spectrum of life in Romania and 
beyond. Emanuel University is putting 
“missionaries” into workplaces, 
classrooms and boardrooms as well 

as directly into church ministry. Lord 
Brian Griffiths (UK House of Lords) 
stated: ‘Emanuel is of vital economic, 
social and spiritual importance for the 
future, not just for Romania but for the 
whole region’.

Another SGA partner in education 
is the Almaty Bible Institute in 
Kazakhstan. Here the conditions for 
work and ministry are very different. 
The context is Islamic, and it requires 
wisdom and maturity to live and 
work as a believer there. Almaty Bible 
institute concentrates on Biblical 
and Theological education, training 
evangelists, pastors and other Christian 
workers to maintain a ministry in the 
restricted and sometimes dangerous 
circumstances experienced in Islamic 
dominated regions. The Bible Institute 
in Almaty maintains contact with its 
graduates providing opportunities 
for further times of fellowship, and 
refresher courses to keep their faith and 
ministry strong.

Odessa Theological Seminary is 
an established evangelical training 
institute which has produced more 
than 2500 graduates in the last 30 years, 
96% of whom are serving in Gospel 
ministry. The fall of Communism 
opened a door for religious freedom, 

which evangelical believers joyfully 
welcomed. However, in the last few 
years there has developed a tightening 
grip on evangelicals in some former 
Communist-ruled regions. It is 
becoming more and more difficult for 
example, to enter Russian territories 
as Gospel workers, a trend which is 
regarded as an opportunity by the 
Odessa Seminary. Their Ukrainian 
graduates are free to travel into parts 
of Russia that others find difficult or 
even impossible to access. The school 
at Odessa with its clear Bible-based 
training, prepares men and women for 
a variety of Christian ministries in local 
churches, in cross-cultural mission, and 
in community and social work.

Teaching and training from a Biblical 
perspective lies at the very heart of 
SGA’s ministry in E Europe, C Asia and 
F E Russia. Staff members are involved 
directly in Biblical education through 
the SGA’s Biblical Leadership Training 
programme of Mission Schools, 
and also by feeding into internally 
organized training programmes such 
as these in Romania, Ukraine, and 
Kazakhstan.Almaty Bible Institute

Emanuel Christian University

Odessa Theological Seminary

BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING
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Across the world there are five 
International SGA offices. Four of these 
(USA, Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand) together focus their ministries 
in Russia and other CIS countries. 
We in SGA(UK) have always focused 
on the former satellite communist 
countries of Eastern Europe, and 
Central Asia.

At the 2016 SGA International SGA 
Directors’ Conference in Sacramento, 
a partnership strategy was presented 
to promote Gospel advance and 
evangelism in the barren and spiritually 
dark communities of Far East Russia. 
This new venture excited both Council 
and staff of SGA(UK), and after 
prayer and discussion our partnership 
and ministry began. In 2018 we 

commenced support of 3 
missionary pastors. This 
increased through our 
70th Anniversary Project, 
so that we now help to 
finance 11 missionary 
families, with others being 
considered for support.

SGA(UK) provided funds 
for the Covid-19 relief 
effort among believers 
and non-believers in Far East Russia. 
Some pastors and wives, and other 
church members travelled for weeks at 
a time distributing aid and sharing the 
Gospel with those in great need. 

There is a marked urgency about SGA’s 
united initiative. Over six million 

people live in this region. Many live in 
isolated villages with no road access, 
no electricity, telephone or internet 
connections, and no church buildings. 
This is ‘a frontline ministry’! The acute 
spiritual needs of the region demand 
a united effort while the doors still 
remain open for missionary activity.

SGA International 
Serving together in Far East Russia

Gospel-centred  Gospel-centred  
PartnershipPartnership
Praise God that SGA’s ministry continues to strengthen 
and grow, even surprising staff members at times. 

A vital part of this growth in the countries in which we serve is quality, 
Gospel-centred partnerships. This working together is built on a solid 
foundation of trust and respect, and from this togetherness many 
projects have been developed, driven by a shared passion for people to 

hear the Gospel.

The following are three healthy 
partnerships which continue 

to help make ministry 
even more fruitful.

Grigory & Alexandra Andreyanov who minister in Far East Russia

SGA MINISTRIES
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For over 20 years SGA(UK) has enjoyed 
a strong partnership with Bibel Mission 
from Germany, which sustains the 
ministry in Kazakhstan, Central Asia, 
and enabled further spread into other 
Central Asian nations. 

Staff continue to lecture at Almaty Bible 
Institute, Kazakhstan. The ‘1-10 Project’ 
(one person reaching ten) receives 
our support, along with the online 
Independent Bible Correspondence 
School, teaching and equipping people 

across Central Asia.

SGA, with Bibel Mission, has 
financially supported the building of 
many Hope Centres. These Christian 
centres provide food, showers, 
schooling, Bible teaching and more to 
the communities around them. 

The preparation and publication of 
Kazakh Bibles and Children’s Story 
Bibles was another joyful project born 
out of this enduring partnership.

The radio remains popular in Central 
Asia, while the internet has limited 
availability to around only 15% of people. 
In some countries Christian books are 
now banned. However, thousands of 
people have been brought to Christ 
through the radio work of TWR.

SGA partnered with TWR around 
four years ago, funding the radio 
programme series, ‘Power in 
Persecution’. These programmes 

brought hope, comfort, and strength 
to persecuted believers across C Asia. 
Many discovered they were not alone 
in their Christian faith and in their 
difficult situations, and through regular 
listening they were given biblical 
wisdom for their walk with Christ. 

We are excited that plans to extend our 
ministry partnership with TWR are 
taking shape. Watch out for an update 
in the next issue!

Here is Jesse’s Story:
Jesse is a typical young adult in Central 
Asia. He is loyal to his family and has 
tried to embrace their religion. But 
studying the Quran does not answer his 
questions, and those recruiting young 
men for radicalism do not seem to have 
answers either. Jesse wants to know God, 
but he feels empty. He risks sharing with 
his best friend, Alex, that he still has a lot 
of questions about God. It opens a door.

Jesse was so surprised when Alex said 
he had been listening to a Christian 
broadcast. Alex was nervous about 

saying it. But Jesse was his best friend, 
and he wanted to talk about the Trans 
World Radio programme with someone. 
They decided to listen together. It was 
risky, but they listened on their cell 
phones. If someone learned of it, they 
could be charged with a crime.

They kept listening in secret. Someone in 
the programmes explained how to follow 
Jesus. They decided to do it.

Jesse heard about people praying in the 
middle of the night. He went and met 
the most joyful people he had ever seen. 

All of these people listen to the online 
programmes and radio broadcasts by 
Trans World Radio. They are praying for 
each other as they live their faith secretly. 
Jesse hopes that someday Alex will join 
him at that meeting.

Praise God with us for our 
strong partnerships with SGA 
International, Bibel Mission, 
and Trans World Radio. A 
TWR worker said, ‘When we go 
together, we can go far.’

Bibel Mission
Serving together in Central Asia

Trans World Radio
Serving together in Central Asia
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Horrific Fire Brings Devastation!Horrific Fire Brings Devastation!
With sadness we received news 
from Tajikistan that a fire had 
destroyed a Hope Centre which 
serves as a shelter for women 
and children. All facilities 
were destroyed and became 
uninhabitable.

By a miracle, none of the inhabitants 
suffered injury except one lady who was 
brought to hospital because of smoke 
inhalation. 

What Happened? 

It is wintertime in Tajikistan. There 
is no heating. The whole country 
and nation are freezing through the 
winter. Most of the people try to warm 
themselves by using electric heaters 
which is a challenge for the fragile 
electric power supply of Tajikistan, and 
a real danger. In the Hope Centre they 
turned on an electric heater to produce 
some warmth. The defective heater 
caught fire and within a few minutes 
two floors were on fire. We are thankful 
to the Lord that 12 women and 14 
children escaped from the building 
and waited on the cold street for the 
firemen to arrive. 

This building is essential for the women 
living here, because the Hope Centre 
is their only place of refuge and hope. 
This ministry was born from the 
compassion ministry of the believers. 
They saw the need of homeless women 
in their country and started helping 
them. Some of the women they served 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ.  In 
Tajikistan, a country under Islam, 
no-one would ever help these women. 
However, over the past years, more 
than 40 women and 40 children found 
help, shelter and hope in the Centre, 
and many of them accepted Christ. 

In 2018 Oksana arrived at the Hope 
Centre, where she and her six children 
found refuge from her violent husband. 
Oksana spent over two years at the 
Centre, and she was full of gratitude 
when she told us; ‘Finally, my kids don‘t 
need to suffer hunger and starvation any 
more’. In 2018, Oksana accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Saviour. 

Sveta with her five kids came to the 
Hope Centre a few years ago - totally 
helpless, destitute. At the Centre, she 
heard about Jesus Christ and accepted 
Him as her Lord and Saviour. She 
returned to her hometown where God 
restored her broken family. Today, Sveta 

serves at the local church and shares 
the Gospel with the people in her town.

Due to the generosity of you, our 
supporters, we were able to send 
financial assistance so that the building 
could be repaired. Within days of the 
fire teams of believers were restoring 
the building that had been left as a 
shell. 

The horror of that night when the fire 
ripped through the building is still 
vivid in their minds. Yet, the women 
and inhabitants of the Hope Centre 
came together with their children, to 
offer their help as the Centre was being 
rebuilt.

Praise God that the entire amount 
needed for the reconstruction was 
raised! Your help made it possible 
to restore the Hope Centre for these 
women and children, their shelter and 
their home. 

Pray for all who serve in the Hope 
Centre, bringing love and hope to 
those who are vulnerable. Pray that all 
the ladies’ and children’s hearts will be 
softened to the Gospel message and 
that they will turn to Jesus Christ in 
saving faith.

Some of the women and children being served by the Hope Centre in Tajikistan

CRISIS RESPONSE
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Two and a half years ago, it 
appeared that missionary 
aviation had already become a 
reality in Far East Russia. 

However, contrary to expectations, 
operations stalled. Why? 

The annual certification had lapsed on 
both aircraft, resulting in an uphill battle 
to get the aeroplanes back in the air. 
Significant changes were introduced into 
the federal aviation regulations which 
meant that practically every part of 
the aircraft was affected by the changes 
required in these new regulations.

However, it is thrilling to report that at 

last, on 25th November 2020, the first 
aeroplane left the frozen runway, with 
the questions of uncertainty addressed 
and left behind!

With all the legal documentation in 
order, a decent workshop, and a covering 
for an aeroplane (difficult to call it a 
hangar), the team is intent on continuing 
the flights into the winter months. 

They began with shorter flights to 
familiar airfields in order to build up 
their experience for flights to more 
remote and difficult areas.

The team is excited that the second 
aeroplane may be flying very soon. New 

Voluntary Representatives are valued 
members of the SGA family. 

With their local knowledge and sincere dedication,  
they can help extend and strengthen the partnerships 
SGA enjoys with local Christians and churches. It is 
therefore encouraging to be able to welcome a new 
member to the team.

John Little is married to Tracy and is a member and 
deacon at Reeth Evangelical Congregational Church in 
the Yorkshire Dales. He has been a UCCF staff-worker, 
an RE teacher and a prison chaplain. As well as his role 
with SGA, he serves part-time as a Free Church Prison 
Chaplain and a Prison Ministry Associate with Daylight 
Christian Prison Trust. Please pray for John and Tracy as 
they build relationships and report on the work of God in 
Eastern Europe, Central Asia & Far East Russia.

The following concerns a brother serving in 
the faith-restricted country of Uzbekistan, 
Central Asia, supported through SGA’s 70th 
Anniversary Project. 

He is married with four young children and is pastor 
of a house church in his community. The church group 
consists of indigenous people, Uzbeks and Tajiks, 
traditionally viewed as Muslim. The government does not 
allow such indigenous Christian groups, so the church is 
‘unregistered’. This brother writes:

It is not safe for us to have a big building and gather there. 
We have small home groups in three locations. Our vision is 
to start more home groups in each region of our big country.

Pray for him. He has been asked to be the Co-ordinator 
of Christian house churches in his country.

Project70 reaches UzbekistanProject70 reaches UzbekistanA New Team MemberA New Team Member

Airborne at LastAirborne at Last

regulations kicked in  
on the 1st January 2021.

Keep the aviation team in your prayers 
as they seek to assist in the spread of 
the Gospel in Far East Russia.

Pray that the pilots, and all who fly in 
these aeroplanes, will be kept safe and 
that people groups will hear the Gospel, 
resulting in many conversions and 
newly planted churches.

SNAPSHOT
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Partnering with individuals and 
church fellowships in the UK 
and Ireland is at the backbone 
of our expanding ministry on 
the mission field.

We are very aware that the effectiveness 
of ministry in the different countries 
in which we serve is due to the prayer 
ministry and practical support of 
faithful supporters here at home. 
Those on the ‘front line’ are blessed, 
encouraged, and equipped through the 
involvement of those ‘at home’, who are 
moved to help by the Holy Spirit.

For this reason SGA is so thankful 
for the many individuals, churches, 
and prayer groups which have 
developed a partnership that is deep 
and meaningful.  This has resulted in 
intercessory prayer, dedicated support, 
genuine encouragement, and incredible 
generosity, which enables the Mission 
to support many worthy projects. 
Everything we do becomes possible due 
to our partners’ faithful commitment to 
the ministry!

The idea of partnership in mission is 
nothing new. Working in partnership 
was a consistent feature of ministry 
in the New Testament church. SGA 
considers ‘Home Partnership’ as a 
way of enabling and encouraging 
collaboration between believers and 
the Mission’s vision to proclaim Christ’s 
love and offer of Salvation, and to 
promote church planting and growth.

However, ‘Home Partnership’ is a two-
way blessing.  While lasting blessing 
has flowed from these Islands to reach 
Eastern Europe, Central Asia and 
more recently Far East Russia, pastors 
and missionary secretaries at home 
have expressed a richness of blessing 
experienced through partnership in 
Mission with SGA.

Home PartnershipHome Partnership

Helen, the missionary 
secretary from Chardsmead 
Baptist Church in  
Bridport writes…

‘It is humbling to see the enthusiasm of 
the local Christians in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia reaching out to their 
friends and neighbours, towns and 
cities. It is challenging for us to observe 
their zeal while often experiencing 
great poverty, and good for us in the 
wealthier west to contribute towards 
their financial needs. Our church would 
definitely be poorer without the privilege 
of partnership with SGA, and we praise 
God for this enrichment.’

Pastor Darran from Ebenezer 
Evangelical Church in 
Pontnewydd writes… 

‘It is so easy as a local fellowship to 
simply look at what we are doing, 
become insular, and forget what God 
is doing elsewhere. Scripture tells us 
to consider others as well, those who 
are imprisoned or persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, and to be with them, 
as if we were there by their side chained 

up or free. We partner with SGA because 
the Gospel isn’t confined to borders; 
it doesn’t change when it leaves our 
shores, and it is necessary for lost souls 
to hear and to receive the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. For this reason, we are 
connected to those in Slavic countries 
and elsewhere’. 

The Apostle Paul once extolled Titus 
as his “partner and fellow worker” 
2Cor. 8v23. Steve Moore’s quotation 
summarises the importance of 
partnership in Mission – ‘The Great 
Commission is too big for anyone to 
accomplish alone and too important not 
to try to do together’. We cannot do this 
work alone. We need you so that we 
can work together as Paul reminded the 
Corinthian believers. Contact the SGA 
office or your local SGA Representative 
to find out ways of partnering in 
mission with SGA.

Tel: 01788 220699 
E-mail: office@sga.org.uk 
Web: www.sga.org.uk

Together, we can share Christ around 
the world! 

SGA MINISTRIES


