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Th e year 2020 
will certainly 
be remembered 
because of the 
pandemic that 
engulfed the 
world. 

It has been a year of changes, challenges, 
disruptions, and for some, despair.  Th e 
extraordinary circumstances prompted 
some of us to re-evaluate our lives and 
service and bring about changes which 
may reshape our future ministry.   

Many of you will have participated in 
some type of annual evaluation or job 
performance review. Th e wise individual 
will accept the recommendations 
and apply them in order to improve 
eff ectiveness. Far too oft en believers resist 
evaluation as they prefer to cling to past 
methods and so hinder vital progress 
that is required for Gospel advancement. 
Sometimes poor methods become 
ingrained habits resulting in dead routine 
which is diffi  cult to break.  I am not 
advocating change for the sake of it, but 
evaluation is a healthy spiritual exercise 
which can bring about positive changes. 
While being part of an enthusiastic, 
thriving congregation is thrilling, we must 
be careful that we do not carelessly take 
advantage of the preaching and teaching, 
while neglecting our own responsibilities.  
Our responsibility is to examine our 
lives, as Paul the Apostle exhorts us to 
do in Galatians 6: 3-4, so that we might 
spare ourselves from self-deceit. Th is will 
bring positive results and will help in our 
spiritual walk. 

Churches and missionary organizations 
can also benefi t from periodic evaluation 
to identify areas for improvement. Serving 
the Lord without regular evaluation can 
erode eff ectiveness in many ways. We can 
become self-satisfi ed, self-centred, self-
deceived, assuming that all is fi ne when it 

is not, and so give in to complacency. 

For many years SGA has had its four core 
ministries in place - Training Workers, 
Sponsoring Leaders, Publishing Literature 
and Distributing Aid.  Th eir purpose 
is to achieve Gospel advancement and 
reach the unreached.  During 2020, 
pondering the past seventy years of God’s 
faithfulness off ered us an opportunity to 
evaluate our ministry approach and to 
consider the most eff ective form of Gospel 
advancement.  As the countries we serve 
in generally have a solid evangelical base 
with believers ready to serve, it seemed 
logical from a cultural and economic 
viewpoint that investing and equipping 
indigenous believers produces huge 
benefi ts in aiding Gospel advancement.   
Th is issue of Breakthrough considers our 
four core ministries and shares about their 
impact and value.   

Another reason to evaluate during 2020 
was the disruption caused by Covid-19, 
something we had never envisaged. Th e 
virus restrictions curtailed SGA staff  
travelling to fulfi l their ministry.  Deep 
concerns were expressed as to whether 
ministry would continue.  Would mission 
school teaching be maintained?  Praise 
God His work continued in our absence, 
another confi rmation that the Mission’s 
approach of investing in and equipping the 
indigenous believers does work eff ectively.  
Of course, some practical changes will 
be implemented due to our evaluations, 
but the core ministry approach will be 
maintained.   

Believers can have serious reservations 
about evaluation, but we should not shy 
away from it.  Evaluating the eff ectiveness 
of our ministry and developing new 
mission strategies should be considered 
both positive and progressive. May we 
be ready to make changes and adopt 
new methods for the advancement of the 
Gospel!  

Ministry EvaluationMinistry EvaluationIN THIS ISSUE
FEBRUARY – MARCH 2021

REGIONS
The Value of 
Sponsoring 
Leaders 

Page 3

REGIONS
Training 
Fruitful 
Servants

Page 4

REGIONS
The Times 
They Are 
A’changing
Page 5

SNAPSHOT
News from 
Eastern 
Europe & 
Central Asia 
Page 7

UKRAINE  
Markers of 
Growth

Page 7

Derek Maxwell              
General Director

EDITORIAL



FEBRUARY – MARCH 2021     3

The Value of Sponsoring LeadersThe Value of Sponsoring Leaders
If you were to ask a group of 
believers to suggest the most 
effective means of advancing 
world mission, I suspect you 
would get a wide variety of 
responses.  

All however would identify as a vital 
issue, the strength of the indigenous 
evangelical church and the availability 
of faithful Gospel workers. A key part 
of SGA’s mission strategy is to support 
national believers who are willing and 
ready to serve the Lord. Currently our 
missionary families work in Far East 
Russia and in 13 countries of Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia. While we 
have many projects, SGA is, at its core, 
a mission concerned primarily about 
people.

We have supported hundreds of 
workers financially and many are now 
in self-supporting church situations.  
However, others may have to miss 
great opportunities to reap the harvest 
because of economic hardship and lack 
of resources.  Together, through your 
partnership with the Mission, we are 
supporting two hundred missionary 
families to reach out in the heartlands 
of the Orthodox Church in Eastern 
Europe, Islam dominated Central Asia, 
and into the deep spiritual darkness of 
Far East Russia. 

Many are willing to forsake the comfort 
of a home church and a better quality 
of life, to go and live in rural areas, 
among those who need to hear the 
Good News. Valery Sidorenko with his 
wife Valentina are one such couple who 
made that choice.   

Immediately after their wedding 
thirty-six years ago they went from 
the warmer southern region near the 
Black Sea to Yakutia, East Russia, the 
coldest territory in the world.  Many 

advised them not to go but stay in more 
comfortable surroundings.  However, 
Valery and Valentina had settled 
this issue with the Lord before they 
got married.  This young pioneering 
couple became the first to bring the 
Gospel to this region, and the first 
Sakha people [known to the Russians 
as ‘Yakuts’] came to faith in 1991.  Of 
those first three believers, two were 
abused women who became zealous 
evangelists.  Praise God that today 
there are over eight hundred believers, 
many of whom are now also helping 
to advance the Gospel.  These are first 
generation believers who are going out 
to unreached villages, and people are 
hearing the Gospel for the very first 
time. 

Throughout this entire time, Valery 
and Valentina have remained in that 
same region.  Reflecting on their years 
of faithful service Valery shares that “as 
a result of our ministry several churches 
and groups were formed in different 
locations. In these recent days God 

has given us opportunities to travel to 
different districts in Yakutia so that we 
could use our experience for encouraging 
the churches, missionary families, and 
help organize and develop various 
ministries in churches.”

Valery has been described as a 
‘patriarchal figure’ for Gospel 
advancement in Yakutia and all who 
know him wholeheartedly agree.  
Valery and Valentina are the most 
recent couple to be added to SGA’s 
Leadership Support programme.

Your prayerful and financial investment 
into the lives of missionary pastors 
enables you to play a part in planting 
Bible preaching churches in towns and 
villages across Eastern Europe, Central 
Asia and Far East Russia that have yet 
to hear the Gospel.  We are committed 
to work more and more in those 
places where the good news of Jesus 
is little shared, and among the most 
marginalized people of society.

Pastor  Valery Sidorenko serving the Lord in Far East Russia

70TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT
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Training Fruitful ServantsTraining Fruitful Servants
The students of SGA’s Mission 
Schools come in all shapes 
and sizes, from many very 
different backgrounds and 
communities, and out of a wide 
range of personal and family 
circumstances.  

In many of our classes we have 
an intriguing cross-section of the 
population, and it is thrilling to realize 
that God has reached them all.  He 
is not bound by the distinctions and 
categories fashioned by men.

The variety of ministries and Christian 
service for which they train and in 
which they are involved, is wide-
ranging.  The Mission School in 
Ruptawa, Poland, lists among its 
graduates one serving pastor, and 
several evangelists and church elders.  
Present students include Jozef, a 
member of the evangelical church in 
Chrzanow, where he has served as a 
worship leader.  During his training 
he has begun to preach, ministering 
the Word of God.   He is also active 

in personal evangelism and every 
Thursday goes into city with several 
friends to share the Gospel there.  
He regularly distributes tracts, New 
Testaments, and Christian books.

Lukasz, also a Ruptawa student, is 
responsible for the technical support 
and sound system in the church at 
Pszczyna. He also supervises the 
internet channels on which the 
church broadcasts services.  The 
SGA missionary school has helped 
him understand better the spiritual 
truths and principles which he is 
often to summarize and illustrate for 
Powerpoint presentations.  He is also 
involved in regular personal and street 
evangelism.

A number of students in SGA’s 
classes in the Almaty Bible Institute, 
Kazakhstan, are involved in children’s 
and young people’s work.  Sherzat 
is 21 years old and from the city of 
Shymkent in southern Kazakhstan.  He 
is a relatively young believer, and writes 
with enthusiasm about his involvement: 

The main part of my ministry at the 
moment is working with young people. 
I am an active member of the Youth 
Ministry team. We plan our youth 
events, youth groups, trips to the 
mountains, camps, conferences, training, 
home groups… During the pandemic, 
my previous experience as a church 
operator with technical experience 
and video experience gave me the 
opportunity to set up an online service. 
This was a good tool until there were live 
meetings.

Sherzat is also involved in his church’s 
humanitarian ministry, distributing 
food and clothing and other helps 
to those in need, especially in the 
circumstances brought about by the 
pandemic.

Tatyana [Kyrgystan] and Zhenya 
[Kazakhstan], also ABI students, are 
both involved in children’s and youth 
ministry, in particular Sunday School 
teaching and summer evangelistic 
camps.  They have a deep burden for 
the younger generation growing up in 
a context of false religion, apathy and 
unbelief.

It is thrilling to see how students in 
our Mission Schools pursue every 
possible avenue of ministry. Alongside 
what might be regarded as the 
‘normal’ activities, such as preaching 
and teaching, children’s and youth 
ministry, camp ministry and summer 
Bible Schools, students have been, 
and are involved in counselling and 
rehabilitation ministries, humanitarian 
relief offered to the elderly and 
the vulnerable, street evangelism, 
engagement with orphanages and 
schools to teach the Bible, and so on.  
Perhaps the best summary possible is in 
that little Pauline phrase – ‘…that by all 
means I might save some’.  (1 Cor.9:22).   
To God be the glory!

BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING
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Love in Word & DeedLove in Word & Deed

Practical Partnership
Many serious challenges 
confront the evangelist and 
church planter in the country of 
Moldova, not least of which is 
the issue of transport.

Scattered villages with poor roads, 
sometimes amounting to little more 
than tracks, present major problems 
for faithful men who desire to take the 
Gospel to unreached communities.

Vladislav Lecari, Vlad for short, is 
one such faithful man.  A graduate 
of our Balti Mission School, he has 
been serving churches in two villages 
alongside his ministry as a regional 
Youth Leader, visiting and teaching 
young people in many locations in the 
northern region.  Peter Mihalchiuk, 
SGA’s Regional Co-ordinator in 

Moldova, describes him as a 
‘very devoted and dedicated’ 
missionary.

Vlad’s 20-year-old minibus 
broke down and was 
pronounced beyond repair.  
Christian friends in Germany 
off ered a replacement, a 
Volkswagen in very good condition, 
which Vlad gladly and thankfully 
received.  However, he did not have 
suffi  cient funds to fi nalize transport 
of the vehicle into the country, and 
a request was made to SGA for help.  
Recognizing the vital nature of this 
need, a gift  of €4,500 was sent so 
that the minibus could be imported, 
registered and put on the road.

What an encouragement this was 

to Vlad – and a blessing also to his 
wife and family of six children!  
He can carry on his ministry, and 
indeed expand it, having reliable and 
trustworthy transport available.  Praise 
God for the practical ways in which our 
Leadership Support ministry can help 
and further the cause of the Gospel.

Th e challenges brought by 
COVID 19 are many and varied. 

Consider the East of Ukraine for 
example, where the restrictions 

brought about by the virus have 
added yet another layer of complexity 
to an already diffi  cult humanitarian 
situation. Without any resolution, this 
political and military confl ict continues 
to cause suff ering for some of the 
most vulnerable people in the region. 
Coronavirus is an unwelcome addition 
to the lives of those who have already 
experienced nearly 7 years of confl ict. 

Ukrainian Churches have endeavoured 
to serve their people and provide food, 
medicine, warm clothing, water heaters 
and other practical aid. Th rough the 
generosity of our UK partners, SGA 
has helped to fund such initiatives 
throughout the year. People’s physical 
needs have been met, but more 
encouraging have been reports of 
how God has been using this practical 

ministry to break down prejudices and 
extend His Kingdom. A wonderful 
example of this is that two new 
churches were dedicated in October 
of last year in the Donetsk region of 
Eastern Ukraine. Previously, there were 
no evangelical churches in these areas 
but now two new Houses of Prayer 
have been established. Th e account of 
how this occurred made it very clear 
that the humanitarian aid provided 
and distributed by Christians was used 
by God to prepare the way for people’s 
greatest need being met in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Please continue to remember this 
practical ministry in Eastern Ukraine. 
We pray that it will be used by God to 
relieve physical need and also bring 
about true Gospel growth.

example, where the restrictions 
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In response to this, Ivan has been 
writing a new series based on 12 Pillars
called Coming to Know the Truth. Th e 
12-title series has Th e Truth about 
the Bible, God, Man, Sin, Jesus Christ, 
Salvation, Baptism, the Holy Spirit, 
the Church, Prayer, Communion and 
Eternity. Th e books rely heavily on 
Biblical quotations and references. 
Th ey do not overtly confront Orthodox 
and Catholic error, but this happens 
naturally as the teaching of Scripture is 
presented.

Th is series is suitable for individual or 
small-group study. It has been promoted 
on social media and as a result, more 
than 160 unbelievers have requested 
books. A small study group has formed in 
a town near the border with Greece and 
another organised by Dimitar Janevski in 
Strumica. Everyone requesting a book is 
sent a Bible if needed.

Th e response of those studying the 
books has been positive. Th e quality 
of their answers and the requests for 
clarifi cation when things have not been 
understood reveals that the students are 
engaging seriously with the materials.

Ivan has great hopes for this course. 
He comments that it seems to be a very 
appropriate way to evangelize today’s 
Macedonians. Th ey resist being told 
what to believe and prefer to discover 
truth for themselves. 

The Times They The Times They 
Are A’changingAre A’changing
Th e great need for good 
Christian books in former 
communist countries has long 
been recognised and is one of 
SGA’s core ministries.

One way this need has been met is 
through the translation of English 
titles. In recent times we have 
sponsored the translation of John Stott’s 
classic Th e Cross of Christ and Graeme 
Goldworthy’s According to Plan into the 
Serbian language.

Another way we meet this need is 
through the sponsorship of national 
authors such as Ben Faragau in 
Romania. Ben is the author of a series 
of Bible commentaries which now 
extends to 40 titles. SGA has provided 
funds for this vital ministry.

However, Ben noticed that the internet 
has resulted in a change in people’s 
reading habits. Christians are less 
willing to read long commentaries but 
will read shorter books on “hot topics”. 

He has responded to this change by 
writing a series of books covering such 
subjects as Divorce, Th e Holy Spirit and 
Th e Return of the Lord.

Th e need for good Christian books 
in the Macedonian language is 
particularly acute. Many of the titles 
that now exist are the work of Ivan 
Grozdanov. Ivan was professor of 
Chemistry and it is not surprising that 
he has authored several titles on science 
and the Bible.

In 2004 he wrote a series of short books 
called the 12 Pillars of the Christian 
Faith. Th is series has been greatly 
used to introduce unbelievers to the 
faith and establish young believers 
in Christian truth. However, these 
books were brief and required the 
supplementary input of a teacher or 
lecturer. At one time groups of 30 or 
more would gather to study, but as 
people’s lives have got busier, it has 
become increasingly diffi  cult to create 
viable groups. 
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A Virtual FirstA Virtual First
Our Autumn conferences are 
usually one of the highlights of 
the year. 

When plans were being made for 
our 70th Anniversary celebrations, 
these autumn gatherings featured 
heavily in our thinking. Unfortunately, 
the restrictions associated with 
Coronavirus meant that like many 
others, our plans had to change. It was 
impossible to hold physical meetings 
and so at the beginning of November, 
we moved online and set up a virtual 
anniversary conference.

Friends old and new from Eastern 
Europe, Central Asia and Far East 
Russia testified of God’s goodness and 
blessing throughout the years. Partner 
organizations such as Trans World 
Radio, Bible Mission and SGA USA 
reported of the sometimes surprising 
ways in which God is extending His 
Kingdom in some regions. Pastors 
William Smylie and Oni Mladin 
brought us back to God’s Word with 
short messages underlining important 
Biblical truths. This may have been 
our first virtual conference, but from 
emails, telephone calls and personal 
conversations with staff, it was clear 
that God has used the material to 
inform and inspire His people. During 
a year in which many have been 
unsettled by events, it was good to be 
fed by God’s word and reminded by 

Mission Focus Online

A video session that will include reports from our 
partners abroad & a short Bible message.

Come and be encouraged as you hear how the Lord is 
building His Church & advancing the Gospel.

20 MARCH  ·   8p m

Join us at sga.org.uk/mission-focus  
or search for ‘SGA on Youtube’

testimony and example that God is still 
in control and the Gospel is advancing 
across our world.

If you missed our online conference, 
you can access the three sessions by 
using the link sga.org.uk/conference 
or by going on YouTube and watching 
the material there. You can find 
our channel by searching for ‘SGA 
on YouTube’. While there, why not 
subscribe so that you will know of 
future videos, including our virtual 
‘Mission Focus’ in March. Such has 
been the feedback from partners that 
we have decided to organise one further 
session of reports and ministry this 
spring. Details can be found below, so 
please plan to join us as we hear what 
God is doing through His people for 
His glory.

11,000 and 11,000 and 
Counting…Counting…
As with church leaders in the 
UK, Covid 19 has compelled 
many of our partners to go 
‘online’ as they seek to minister 
to their people and reach out 
with the truths of the Gospel.  

In some cases, the results have been 
very encouraging. Andrzej Karzalek 
from Poland reported his surprise 
upon discovering that one particular 
sermon was viewed and listened to 
more than 11,000 times. In a similar 
vein, Ivan Grozdanov reports that most 
of his online sermons are being viewed 
by 2,000 - 3,000 people - this in a 
country with no more than 3,000 adult 
evangelical believers.

There is no doubt that the pandemic 
has brought severe disruption to lives 
and ministries, but we can praise God 
for the Gospel opportunities which still 
exist. Please pray that God will bless the 
preaching of His Word and that many 
will trust in Jesus Christ during these 
unprecedented times.

SNAPSHOT
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Eastern Orthodoxy puts 
great emphasis on its church 
buildings with their icons 
and images and elaborate 
furnishings, all essential in their 
minds, for true worship.

Th e idea of worshipping in a place used 
for other activities, a hall, or school, 
or home, is entirely unacceptable to 
Orthodox adherents. For them, this 
is the mark of a false cult.  To reach 
those of such a mindset the provision 
of a ‘House of Prayer’, no matter how 
simple, is essential.  SGA’s Houses of 
Prayer project helps evangelists to 
gather people to hear the Gospel and is 
invaluable in reaching unevangelized 
communities.  Th ree recent projects 
have been of great encouragement. 

House of Prayer 1 –
Vendichani, West Ukraine  

With SGA help this house was 
purchased, renovated inside and 
outside, and given a new roof.  Th e 
mayor of the village, Anatoly, is a 
believer and supported the building 
project.  He continues to worship 
with the group there.  A meeting 
room and several Sunday School 
rooms are provided, and the work is 
led by Anatoly Sauliak, a missionary 
supported under SGA’s 70th 
Anniversary Project.    

House of Prayer 2 – 
Berezhany, West Ukraine

With fi nance sent by SGA the believers 
there have purchased a building set in 
a large plot of land, just seven minutes’ 
walk from the city centre, and have 
commenced the work of renovation.  
Th e plan is to combine 4 existing rooms 
into one large meeting room holding 
100-120 people, and to provide several 

Markers of GrowthMarkers of Growth
other rooms for other ministries.

 Several additional smaller buildings 
are on the plot of land which the 
believers hope to eventually renovate 
and use also to serve this needy area.  
Th ey have a great burden for a ‘spiritual 
awakening in the city’, and a longing 
to see many brought to Jesus in saving 
faith.

House of Prayer 3 – 
Syrotino, East Ukraine

Severe fi res in the Lugansk area 
destroyed the House of Prayer in 
Syrotino village. A letter from Christian 
leaders in this war-torn area provides 
sobering details.

‘On September 30, 2020, as a result 
of severe wood fi res on the territories 
of the Lugansk area, several hundreds 
of houses were destroyed in various 
settlements. More than 200 households 
were destroyed at Syrotino settlement, 
including the House of Prayer. Th e 
building was also used as the shelter 
for IDPs [Internally Displaced Persons] 
since 2014 at the time of the large 
fi re there were two families living 
in the building. Th e Krynitski and 
Karikovy families managed to grab 
their documents and escape during the 
night…’

Th e church is working hard to restore 
the building and especially to put the 
roof on and windows in before the 
winter. Local churches are helping 
fi nancially and practically as brothers 
volunteer their time and skills.  SGA 
has responded to this urgent need to 
renovate the building quickly and has 
sent fi nancial help to accomplish this 
and to encourage the believers living 
there and ministering in such diffi  cult 
circumstances.
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From top: Anatoly Sauliak; House of Prayer in 
Vendichani; Pastor Sergei preaching at opening.
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