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It would be 
impossible 
to count the 
number of 
times the 
question has 
been asked 

of SGA staff members: ‘How is 
it that Romania, a non-Slavic 
nation, is such an important 
field for your ministry?’  

In short, part of the answer concerns 
both geography and logistics.  Romania is 
surrounded by Slavic nations and in order 
to reach into some of these, SGA teams 
travelled through Romania.  However, a 
more crucial aspect of the answer is that 
doors of opportunity were opened in 
Romania which at that time were unique, 
and which were to prove profoundly 
formative for the development and future 
expansion of the Mission.

From antiquity Romania has had a 
coloured and chequered history.  Wars 
and hostilities down the centuries have 
resulted in much shifting and altering 
of borders and governance, until the 
present boundaries which were set in 
the 1940s.  After the 2nd World War the 
Soviets occupied Romania and forced 
the abdication of King Michael, and the 
declaration of Romania as a people’s 
republic.  From 1947 until 1989 people 
lived under oppressive Communist rule, 
the most difficult period being almost a 
quarter of a century of cruel dictatorial 
rule by Nicolae Ceaușescu.  These were 
particularly hard times for believers, 
but it was in these years that SGA teams 
ventured into the ‘lions’ den’ to encourage 
and help their buffeted and belaboured 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

It was in those dangerous years too that 
the seeds of SGA’s invaluable teaching 
and training ministry were sown, as 
recalled by Dr Paul Negrut in another 
article in this issue.  The foundations 

having been laid in Romania, it then 
became a springboard from which SGA 
training programmes were ‘exported’ to 
neighbouring countries, most notably 
Moldova where God has used the 
Mission in a quite remarkable way to 
advance and reinforce vital evangelical 
worship and evangelism.

The great majority of Romania’s 
population of 20 million profess 
adherence to the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, but for most of these the 
connection is only at a superficial level.  
There is a great deal of religion, but 
a dearth of real understanding of the 
Gospel and of true faith.  Operation 
World estimates that there are about 
1 million evangelical believers.  That 
percentage of around 5% is significantly 
better than many other E European 
countries, but it remains a challenging 
and chastening statistic!

Praise God that there are many positive 
things happening in Romania.  It possesses 
the greatest Christian literary resources 
of all EE countries.  Some of the most 
committed and influential preachers 
and Bible teachers are ministering there.  
The work and ministry of the Emanuel 
Christian University is a matter of great 
praise to God, and only eternity will reveal 
the extent and depth of its influence upon 
the spiritual life of the nation.

Having said all this, Romania remains 
a profoundly needy mission field, with 
large sections of the population, such 
as the Roma communities, relatively 
unreached with the Gospel.  We thank 
God that the ongoing drive to evangelize 
and plant Gospel churches has been 
effective in Roma villages as well as 
among the majority population, but there 
is no room for complacency.  This issue 
of Breakthrough will give you much 
for which to praise God, but will also 
underscore the need for continued, faithful 
intercession for the land of Romania.
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SGA MINISTRIES

We Raise Our Ebenezer!We Raise Our Ebenezer!
From the demise of 
Communism in 1989 to the 
current day, Romania has 
seen many changes socially, 
economically, and spiritually.  

SGA’s partners within the country 
quickly realised that with the new 
freedom came significant challenges for 
the church.  There was now a growing 
need for conservative Biblical material 
to counteract liberal thinking.     

Many of you will know of Ben Faragau’s 
ministry and his burning desire to 
bring his country back to the Word of 
God.  Over the years Ben’s gift of Bible 
teaching has been put into written form 
and used in local churches nationwide.  
More recently this has extended to the 
Romanian diaspora worldwide.  To date 
Ben has produced commentaries on 
thirty-eight Bible books – nineteen in 
both the Old and New Testaments. In 
all of this SGA has been privileged to 
encourage and assist in supporting Ben, 
his wife Nora and family. 

One of SGA’s largest literature projects 
in partnership with Faclia Christian 
Publishing was the publication 
of Wayne Grudem’s “Systematic 
Theology”.  This provided many 
pastors and Christian workers with 
an invaluable resource. During the 
last two decades, SGA has supported 
the production of approximately 
twenty important books, many 
used as textbooks and designated as 
compulsory reading for students at 
Emanuel University.  Among these are 
Know the Truth by Bruce Milne, D.A. 
Carson’s Call to Spiritual Reformation, 
and a selection of titles by Dr Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones.  Other titles include 
Introduction to the New Testament, 
Contours of Pauline Theology, Christ 
Centred Preaching, Prepared to Preach, 
The Old Testament Explained and 
Applied, The Lamb is all the Glory,  

What the Bible Teaches about the Person 
of Christ along with other devotional 
and missionary books. 

Over the years we were pleased to 
continue to meet transport needs. We 
supplied finance to Faclia Christian 
Publishing to purchase a van to help 
in the distribution of much needed 
Christian literature.   We also provided 
several missionary pastors with 
financial help to buy cars.  

In 2006 floods affected areas in the south 
of Romania leaving people destitute.  
With support from SGA, Ben Faragau 
organised teams from his church to 
rebuild houses and in this way a witness 
for the Lord.  What were the results?  
The Gospel was preached, baptismal 
services conducted, and church 
buildings erected – praise the Lord!  In 
other parts of Romania SGA has funded 
the construction of church buildings.  

The ‘School of the Prophets’ 
commenced in Oradea as an 
underground teaching programme 
during the communist era. Soon SGA 
was invited to extend its teaching to 
Medias.  These two locations continued 

to be the teaching centres until 2005 
when a Mission School opened in 
Zalau. Subsequently the teaching 
expanded to Suceava, Marghita, Jibou, 
Arad, Peceiu, Baia de Cris, a Roma 
school in Simleul-Silvanei, Baia Mare, 
Satu Mare and Bozovici. 

Other ministries include support for 
Christian kindergartens, Preventis, 
Voice of the Gospel Radio Station and 
sponsorship of students at Emanuel 
University.   

Since 2002 thousands of widows have 
received annual support. This is how one 
widow expressed her gratitude, ‘When 
the gift came to me, my tears began to 
flow.  Although I needed it, I thought of 
those who needed it more and that you 
should have given it to others.  But within 
a few days I saw how God had led you.  
Suddenly my old heating stove went wrong 
and could not be repaired. I had no money 
in reserve, but God’s providence came to 
my aid.  Thank you for helping me in my 
need without even knowing me.’ 

We raise our Ebenezer! Praise God for 
all that has been accomplished!  And 
the work continues… 
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Our Men in RomaniaOur Men in Romania
SGA’s strategy is the result of God’s direction and guidance through its 
Council and Staff. SGA is not a ‘sending’ mission in the usual manner, 
but assists and support indigenous churches and leaders to carry out 
their Gospel commission.  SGA needs solid, faithful, and mature native 
Christian leaders for the effective fulfilment of its ministry.  We praise 
God for giving us such spiritually powerful and committed men in the 
land of Romania.

LEADERSHIP SUPPORT

Paul Negrut 
Senior Pastor Emanuel Baptist 
Church and Dean of Emanuel 
Christian University, Oradea

During the 1970s Communists, led by dictator Ceausescu, 
controlled the Romanian Government and economy, and 
also the minds of the people, through indoctrination in 
schools, media, factories, homes and churches.  During that 
time I met secretly with two strangers from the UK who had 
a desire and commitment to help us study the Word of God. 
They were from SGA. This was the beginning of a lifetime 
partnership and friendship in Christ. We planned to meet 
in hiding to study the Bible, pray, and be equipped to train 
others. Mountains, woods, or homes were our classrooms 
during hot, freezing, rainy and windy days. I remember those 
meetings. Our minds were opened, and our hearts were 
burning.

In the mid 1980s an underground Bible School in the old 2nd 
Baptist Church, Oradea, trained young people for ministry.  
SGA teams came secretly, providing teaching and Bible study 
books. About 100 young people engaged in this programme. 
The teaching and example set by SGA teachers greatly 
influenced our young people and churches. 

With the downfall of Communism a new day dawned for 
Romania. Together with SGA, we understood the need of 
the hour - more Bible schools, and an Evangelical University!  

SGA provided teachers, books and supplies for the training 
programmes. Now, decades later, we look back with grateful 
hearts to God and with gratitude to SGA for faithful 
and consistent support throughout the years in training, 
equipping and supporting our churches and schools.

Oni Mladin
Pastor of Dragostea Baptist 
Church, Arad, and SGA Regional 
Co-ordinator for Romania

I have been the pastor of Love Baptist Church in Arad, 
Romania since 1991. It is the church I grew up in. After my 
conversion in 1977 I entered an SGA discipleship programme 
which had a lasting impact on my faith. I did not anticipate 
then what a significant influence on my life and ministry 
SGA would have.  Former SGA director Trevor Harris was 
a particular source of blessing.  With wisdom he helped me 
with my big decision to become a full-time pastor.
 
Gospel partnership with SGA has since developed and 
strengthened, both in our local church, and in mission work 
in Slatina, Ukraine, where we work in partnership with David 
Chidesa.  SGA recognized the potential there and provided 
money to buy and renovate a property as a church building 
and home for David.  SGA Mission Schools were conducted 
there, and in our home church also. Many Gospel workers 
benefited from these courses and I have since been thrilled 
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to help establish new training centres in other parts of the 
country at the request of young pastors. 

In 2019 I became SGA’s Field Co-ordinator for Romania. I 
sincerely pray that in the years ahead we can strengthen and 
develop SGA’s ministry in our country. As a result of that 
partnership we hope to see many more churches planted, and 
many more missionaries working to extend the Kingdom of 
God in Romania. 

Beni Faragau
Senior Pastor of Iris Baptist 
Church, Cluj-Napoca, author 
and Bible Teacher

Each one of us is a result of God’s gracious input into our 
lives. Looking back, SGA was used by God to support and 
help build His ministry in Romania. In the 70s and 80s it 
was accomplished by systematic teaching, most of the time 
in hiding in the woods of Romania. Then the Communist 
system collapsed. The previous years of SGA’s teaching had 
laid the foundation for a ministry now opening before us. 
With SGA support we were able to enter an open door which 
has eventually helped us to provide direction in Bible study 
for 16,000 churches. 

Christian literature and Bible commentaries were non-
existent. SGA provided financial support to write and 
publish Bible commentaries, of which there are now more 
than forty. How blessed has been the faithfulness of SGA 
and its supporters to our ministry! All glory belongs to God.  
Recently, through another SGA supported pastor, Samuel 
Cristian, a new ministry was initiated, with the aim of 
bringing children and parents to study the Bible together. 

I praise the Lord for the miracle of the answered prayers of so 
many in UK, and for their generous support. Behind the SGA 
team are many supporters. May God bless every one of you.  
One day, in God’s presence, the impact of your prayers and 
generosity will be fully revealed.

Dinu Moga
General Manager, Faclia 
Publishing House, Oradea

In the early 1980s SGA responded to a great need in our 
churches - the training of people for the ministry. They 
established ‘The School of the Prophets’. I enrolled in that 

school in 1987 and that blessed experience led me to further 
theological training in UK.  

Other branches of the school were established in Zalău, Baia 
Mare and other locations. These brought great blessing to 
many in training for the Lord’s work in our churches. The 
dedication and perseverance of all the staff from SGA to these 
mission schools was very inspiring. 
 
In 1996 my wife, Lydia, and I, with a small team of linguists, 
established what is now Faclia Publishing House, a literature 
ministry which is vital for the spiritual and theological 
development of our churches.  SGA has played an important 
role in the production and publication of key theological 
resources which are now used in theological schools, 
seminaries, and Christian colleges here. 

I thank God for SGA’s vision for the spiritual need of the 
whole country of Romania.

Gigi Dobrin
Former senior pastor of Bethel 
Baptist Church, Medias

The words, Slavic Gospel Association, remind me of many 
with whom I have come in contact over the last 35 years.  The 
staff, volunteers, and SGA supporters have constantly helped 
me in the work of pastoral ministry through counselling, 
through literature, through my theological formation 
and through the development of the Bethel Bible School 
programme in Mediaș. SGA’s school contributed to the 
formation of over 100 ministers who are actively involved in 
many churches, and to the planting of 8 new churches in the 
Mediaș area.

The personal example, dedication, passion, and Christlike 
character of the teachers sent by SGA to equip the students 
at the Bible School have left their mark on the life and 
service of an entire generation. The leadership, ministry, and 
relationship model of SGA leaders had a special impact on 
me in my pastoral ministry.  Visiting the churches in UK and 
meeting many SGA supporters confirmed to me the quality 
of the ministry SGA fulfils.

After more than 35 years of fruitful service together with 
SGA, a renewed connection with SGA has been made in 
January 2020, with the inauguration of a new SGA/Bethel 
Bible School in Mediaș. Slavic Gospel Association was and is 
God’s blessing to many churches in Romania. I am grateful to 
God for His gracious opportunity to serve with SGA.
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CRISIS RESPONSE

For some years SGA have 
supported the Romanian 
ministry ‘Preventis’, based in 
Cluj-Napoca, and initiated by 
Violeta Faragau and others in 
2005. 

This wonderful organization helps 
mentor vulnerable children, offers 
counselling to many who struggle 
with addictions to alcohol, drugs 
and gambling, as well as creating 
opportunities to speak on the dangers 
and the prevention of such vices. 

Violeta writes…
We could not 
have imagined 
what 2020 would 
look like, when we 
made plans in the 
autumn of 2019.

 
We discussed whether to grow our 
mentoring programme – a type of ‘Big 
Brother - Big Sister’ programme for 
children aged 8-12 who are at risk of 
developing an addiction. We already 
had 50 children involved in a mentoring 
relationship, and we were wondering 
about increasing this number. It would 
have meant hiring a fourth social 
worker, then finding new children 
and the right mentors for them, a long 
process which requires numerous face-to-
face meetings. It was with a heavy heart 
back then that we decided it was not the 
time to grow this programme.
 
Then, when the Covid 19 pandemic 
started, all our work at Preventis had 
to be moved to ‘online’, and we realized 

Be Someone Be Someone 
That MattersThat Matters

at that moment that it was God who 
knew what was to come, and had given 
us the wisdom to keep the mentoring 
programme just as it was. Social 
distancing and other restrictions meant 
we could not have expanded. 
 
The pandemic has really impacted 
our work, especially concerning the 
prevention programmes we conduct 
in schools. In the spring we had many 
activities planned for students, teachers, 
and parents. Everything was cancelled. 
Schools closed, and we had to adapt and 
quickly learn how to do our activities 
and counselling sessions online. Many of 
those needing help, were not comfortable 
with this and decided to stop. 

Mentors and children could not meet 
face-to-face, so we had to try to support 
them to the best of our ability either 
using Zoom or speaking on the phone. 
It was very difficult and many of the 
children were also uncomfortable about 
this. Also, some of the children’s families 
lost jobs, or could not go out because 
of their age or risk factors so we had to 

support them. 

We realized that communicating via 
the internet was more challenging than 
having personal consultations. Many 
times, inside our team, we exchanged 
tons of emails trying to solve problems 
better done in person. However, we have 
developed patience, and new skills. We 
prayed more, and we thank God that we 
have not had to let any staff go, and that 
we are now going back to the office to 
continue our ministries face-to-face.’

Some may recall the 2016 residential 
conference in Abingdon, when 
Preventis prepared a short video 
focusing on the children in their 
care? It began with these words: BE 
SOMEBODY THAT MATTERS FOR 
SOMEBODY THAT MATTERS. How 
challenging these words are. Lost souls 
matter to God, whatever situation or 
condition they are in. Please pray for 
the Preventis team as they point people 
to Christ who can break the power of 
any addiction. Let us be somebody that 
matters to someone.

Violeta (far right) with the team at Preventis
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SNAPSHOT

Central Asia

Providing True Hope

Moldova

COVID & 
Drought

Far East Russia

Pioneer Ministry

A recent report from Peter Mihalchiuk highlights the problems many poor and 
vulnerable families are facing in Moldova. 

The country has one of the highest infection rates of COVID 19 in Europe and much of its harvest has 
failed due to unusual weather patterns during the spring and summer. 

Peter writes ... ‘The situation in Moldova is very difficult. Many people get sick. A lot of people are at 
home with fever and signs of coronavirus. There are not enough places in hospitals, therefore people treat 
themselves as best they can. We have also had a serious drought which is the worst I have seen in 30 years. 
Most of the harvest has been lost. Now there are products in our stores which have been brought in from 
other countries, but everything has dramatically risen in price. This winter will be very hard especially for 
widows and some poor families. We must pray a lot about this situation.’

Yakutia is a vast and harsh region of Far East 
Russia where there are hundreds of towns and 
villages still unreached by the Gospel. 

Plagued by shamanism, pagan 
spiritualism and other dark 
practices, there is a need for the 
glorious light of the Gospel to 
shine out in this needy region. 
It was encouraging, therefore, 
to hear of recent evangelistic 
endeavours by those supported 
by SGA’s 70th-anniversary 
project.

In response to the Lord’s leading, Michael Zarovnyaev and 
another colleague travelled to the remote Taatta region of 
eastern Yakutia with confidence in the Gospel. Michael 
reported: ‘We prayed for these villages before, and now we 
had a chance to go there, give food and share the Gospel with 
people. Usually, the authorities will not allow non-Orthodox 
churches to do any evangelism, but when they heard that 
we wanted to do charity work for their village they willingly 
agreed. And there we went sharing the love and truths of the 
Gospel with the people! We spent five days going from one 
village to another. People in those villages are very poor, and 
they have lots of problems with alcohol. At the same time, 
they are eager to listen to the Gospel in their native Sakha 
language. Some ask us why there is no Gospel church in their 
villages as they would like to go and ask their questions in 
their native language. We promised that we would return. We 
ask you to pray for all those people who have heard the Good 
News about our Lord Jesus Christ this week.’

The Hope Centres run by believers throughout 
Central Asia are often sanctuaries where God 
transforms lives. 

One such example is Oksana, a young widow who takes 
care of 6 children. When she was younger she, her husband 
and 3-year-old daughter went to Russia to work. It was 
not a happy time. Her husband would often get drunk and 
physically abuse her and the children. Seventeen years 
later, and now a widow, she was deported and returned to 
Tajikistan with 5 children, and her oldest daughter pregnant. 
She had no one to turn to for help.

Eventually, Oksana was taken in by a Hope Centre run 
by local Christians. Through this practical and spiritual 
ministry, God radically changed their lives.  Now the children 
no longer go hungry, and she can work to provide for her 
family. More importantly, she found true hope in the Gospel 
of Christ and was converted. She says ‘I was touched by the 
story of the Gospel … about Jesus, His suffering death and 
resurrection. I am very grateful to the Lord for all your care 
and your help.’

Oksana with her family in Tajikistan Michael Zarovnyaev
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UK MINISTRIES

The dawning of a new year can 
bring with it many different 
experiences, some longed for 
and eagerly awaited, others that 
may cause apprehension and 
even dread. 

Due to Covid-19, uncertainty has been 
the universal experience in our world 
in 2020. With the pandemic came fear, 
apprehension, anxiety, and change.

How wonderful that above all these 
there is the believer’s assurance. David’s 
prayer for guidance and deliverance 
in Psalm 143 holds on to this indelible 
truth – the daily love of God is 
unfailing. With this trust in his God he 
can pray with confidence: ‘In You I take 
shelter. Teach me to do Your will for You 
are my God’. (vs.9-10). 

Surely this is our assurance too!  As we 
view the past year with all its challenges 
and uncertainties, we know that He 
comes to us His children afresh each 

day with His unfailing love which 
strengthens us for our ‘tomorrows’.  

Where do we go from here? 

In the middle of all the change and 
uncertainty, our great privilege and 
challenge is knowing that we have been 
called to work with what is changeless 
and certain – the Word of God and 
the souls of men and women.  We are 
convinced that it is vitally important 
to spread the knowledge of God 
and His Son through the teaching 
and preaching of His Word.  This is 
precisely the objective of our 70th 
anniversary year – to raise support 
for 70 missionary pastors.  You are 
making this happen!  How grateful we 
are to our many faithful partners who 
have stood by us during another year.  
The pandemic has certainly brought 
the Mission operational challenges, 
limited our involvement on the field, 
and curtailed our deputation ministry, 
but God has provided and sustained 

through your partnership.  Thank you!     

Christmas Greetings!

On behalf of all at SGA, we would like 
to express our thanks to you for your 
faithful support and prayers over the 
past year and wish you God’s richest 
blessing for Christmas and the New 
Year, 2021.

May your Christmas and New Year be 
filled with His Joy and Peace.

Precious Partners!Precious Partners!

Christmas Card Order Form
The cards are 145 x 105mm and come in packs of 12 (6 each  
of 2 designs). Inside each card is a scripture verse and a greeting.

 1 pack £3.00 + £1.30 p&p

 2 packs £6.00 + £1.80 p&p

 3 packs  £9.00 + £2.25 p&p

 4 packs £12.00 + £3.00 p&p

 5 packs £15.00 + £3.30 p&p

 6-10packs £3/pack + £6.00 p&p

 10+ packs £3/pack + £8.00 p&p

Total to pay £

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Name

Address

Postcode

Please cut out and return to: SGA, 22 Little Church Street, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 3AW
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For unto us a child is born
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